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Ted Abernathy is the Managing Partner of Economic Leadership LLC, a 
consultancy that is currently working in more than a dozen states to develop 
economic and workforce strategies. Ted has 35 years of experience in directing 
economic development and workforce development programs. From 2008-
2013, Ted was the Executive Director of the Southern Growth Policies Board, a 
42-year old public policy think tank that provided economic development 

research, strategy and marketing advice, to states and communities across the South. He also served as 
economic development policy advisor to the Southern Governors Association. 

 

Before coming to Southern Growth, Ted was a practicing economic developer for 28 years. From 2000-
2008, he served as Executive Vice President and COO for the Research Triangle Regional Partnership. 
During his eight years directing RTRP's operation he worked with hundreds of clients and helped 
generate 65,000 new jobs and almost $10 billion in investment. 

 

Ted’s current projects include developing economic and workforce strategies in more than a dozen 
states and regions across the country, designing an economic development and innovation ecosystem 
for a new science city in Kenya, evaluating cluster opportunities ranging from value added agriculture to 
advanced technologies, building dashboards using advanced data analytics, and producing the annual 
Home of Future Thinking conference. 


